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INTERGROUP OFFICE  LOG   

DESCRIPTION Feb. 2019 Feb. 2018 

A. A. Information 168 171 

Admin. &  Other Info. 64 39 

12 Step Calls 2 7 

109 Visitors to the Office 84 

NORTHEAST           FLORIDA     I N T E R G R O U P 

3128 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Tel. 399-8535  Fax 399-8537 

Website: www.neflaa.org 

E-mail:  neflintergroup@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri   9 am - 5 pm 

1st Saturday of the Month  1-4 pm 

SPECIAL FROM THE  
ARCHVES COMMITTEE 

Old Timer Story Edition 
Pages 9 — 12 

Most Up To Date Meetings Can Be 
Found On  Our Website at 

WWW.NEFLAA.ORG 
 

FIND THE BEST TIME FOR YOU! Ramallah American Club 
3130 Parental Home Road 

 

$15 Single Tickets            $150 Reserved Tables 
 

Guest Speaker  —  Patti O. from Jacksonville, FL 
 

Doors open at 5 PM for Cake Viewing  
& Fellowship 

 

Speaker at 8:00 PM   50/50 Raffle   Cake Auction  
 

Volunteers Needed!! 
 

Banquet Planning Committee Meets at  
5:30 PM,  On April 2nd, and April 9th at  

he Intergroup Office. 
 

For Further Information Please call 
Debbie C — 904-556-4669 (Chair) or 

Theresa C. — (904) 557-1914 (Co-Chair) 

APRIL 2019  
IG BUSINESS  

MEETING 
CHANGE 

 

Please Mark Your 
Calendars that the 

April 2019 IG Busi-
ness Meeting will be held on  Sat. April 

13th,  at 9:45 AM, following the Break-
fast meeting at Gateway, 555 Stockton 

St. in the back conference Room. 
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STEP FOUR 
 

“Made a searching and moral inventory  
of ourselves.” 

 

Reprinted with permission from the “Big Book” 
Copyright ® Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

 

TRADITION  FOUR 
 

“Each group should be autonomous 
except in matters affecting other groups  

or AA as a whole.” 
 

Reprinted with permission from The Traditions Checklist 
Copyright ® The AA Grapevine, Inc. 

 

CONCEPT  FOUR 
 

Throughout our Conference structure, we ought to main-

tain at all responsible levels a traditional "Right of Partici-

pation," taking care that each classification or group of 

our world servants shall be allowed a voting representa-

tion in reasonable proportion to the responsibility that 

each must discharge.   Reprinted with permission from Twelve Con-

cepts for World Service 

CAKE BAKERS —  
Donate a cake for the cake Auction!  
Be creative and let your Cake get the 

highest Bid 
 

Debbie C  904-556-4669 (Chair)  
or 

Theresa C. 904 557-1914 (Co-Chair) 
 

** Cake Plates will not be returned so please plan 
accordingly. 

REQUESTING  

DESSERTS FOR  

THE DESSERT TABLES 

  

If you are not baking a cake 

for the Cake Auction PLEASE 

help us out by donating a 

dessert for the dessert tables.  These 

items can be store bought for your conven-

ience.    THANK YOU  

Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet, 
 Drinking her scotch away. 

Along came a spider  and sat   
down beside her, 

Her DTs came early that day 

 
 

10 AM  -  3 PM 
 

Saturday, June 22, 2019   
 

Lunch Provided 
 

First Christian Church  
119241 San Jose Blvd 

Jacksonville, FL   32223 
 

Presented By The  
“DROP THE ROCK” 

AA Group From 
Dist. 30, Area 14 

LEARN HOW TO CRUSH AAs 
6th and 7th Steps 

A  
 

DROP 
 

THE 
 

ROCK 
 

WORK 
SHOP 

Why is group autonomy important?  
AA’s 4th Tradition 

 

“Each group should be autonomous except in matters affect-
ing other groups or AA as a whole.” The Big Book of Alco-
holics Anonymous 
 

“Over the years every conceivable devia-
tion from our Twelve Steps and Tradi-
tions has been tried. That was sure to be, 
since we are so largely a band of ego-
driven individualists. Children of chaos, 
we have defiantly played with every 
brand of fire, only to emerge unharmed 
and, we think, wiser. These very deviations created a vast 
process of trial and error which, under the grace of God, has 
brought us to where we stand today.” Bill W., AA Grapevine, 
August, 1952 http://www.aagrapevine.org/node/32741  
 

“TRUE freedom is not doing what we want, but doing as we 
ought. There is no government in Alcoholics Anonymous, no 
rules or regulations. Each group may do as its members wish; 
they are autonomous. But to live in true freedom they ought 
to take every care that their actions do not interfere with other 
groups or contravene AA principles lest we lose our freedom. 
Our freedom only lives by our willingness to give to others 
that same right.” R.M., AA Grapevine, December 1958 http://
www.aagrapevine.org/node/11335 
 

AA groups have the autonomy to run themselves as they 
please. Once upon a time, most meetings were either discus-
sion meetings or speaker meetings. Some were open and 
some were closed.  
 

The most obvious manifestation of 
group autonomy is the current meeting 
schedule. The Northeast Florida When 
and Where lists over 20 types of meet-
ings, from As Bill Sees It to Young Peo-
ple, from Book Study (conference ap-
proved literature) to Other Literature 
Study, from LGBT to Smoking.  
 

This wide variety of meetings is helping AA to carry its mes-
sage to more alcoholics. Each group gets to determine for 
itself when it will meet, where it will meet, the format for the 
meeting, etc. As long as a group isn’t doing anything that 
affects other groups or AA as a whole, it’s all good. 

     Submitted by Danny 

http://www.aagrapevine.org/node/32741
http://www.aagrapevine.org/node/32741
http://www.aagrapevine.org/node/11335


 

  

Speaker Meeting 
May 4, 2019  Gateway’s 

Dining Room   
555 Stockton St. 

 

8:00 AM All You Can Eat  
Breakfast — $4.00 

 8:30 AM Speaker Meeting 

NORTH 
EAST 

FLORIDA 
 

 INTERGROUP 

 

INTERGROUP 
BUSINESS MEETING  

 

9:45 AM   
 

Saturday 
 May 4th, 2019 

 

555 Stockton Street 
Gateway Back Conference Room 

 

Committee  Time / Date Location / Notes 

Archives Noon,  Mon.,  
Apri. 1st and  May 6th, 2019 

Intergroup Office, 3128 Beach Blvd.  
1st Monday of the Month 

Finance  
 

5:30 pm , Tues.,   
 April 19th, 2019 

Intergroup Office, 3128 Beach Blvd.   Please call the IG 
office at 399-8535  for more information.   

Corrections 6:00 PM, Thur. , 
April 25th, 2019 

Intergroup Office, 3128 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL  

CPC / PI 1:00 PM, Sat., 
April 13th, 2019 

Intergroup Office, 3128 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL  

Intergroup  
Steering Committee 

 5:30 PM, Tues.,    
April 23, 2019 

Intergroup Office, 3128 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL   
All AA Members are welcome to attend. 
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63rd FLORIDA 
STATE  

CONVENTION 
 

July 31  - August 4, 2019   
DORAL, FL 

 
 

Registration and Hotel Information  
Available at the website:  

https//63.floridastateconvention.com 
 

 

SERVICE IN ACTION 
63rd Florida State Convention 

 

Volunteer Positions Are Now  
Available Online  

 

Front registration desk, security, 
players for the sevice manual musi-

cal, hospitality room, and all spots in 
between, we have you covered. 

 

Check out the main link  
https//63.floridastateconvention.com 

Under the Volunteers Tab 



 

 

 

 

I I AM RESPONSIBLE…   
DURING THE PAST MONTH WE HAVE 

RECEIVED ABOUT SIX PHONE 

CALLS ABOUT VARIOUS MEETINGS 

NOT OPEN WHEN MEMBERS ARRIVE.  

PLEASE ADDRESS THIS ISSUE WITH YOUR 

GROUP TO ENSURE THAT THE MEETING ROOM 

IS OPEN ON THE DAY AND TIME SPECIFIED 

ON OUR WEB SITE. T H  A N K   Y O U 

Committee Chairs  
    

Chairman: Jack G.  714-661-3918 

Vice Chair: Dan. B.  904-737-7532 

Treas:  Ricardo G.  408-460-5493 

Steering Committee Chair 
Preston W. 

 
914-882-9373 

Add-a-Line Committee- 
   Mike M. 

 

904-399-8535 

Contact Mike for information on participating on this 
committee. All articles due to Intergroup by the 18th of 
each month.    E Mail:  nefladdaline@gmail.com 
 

Archives Committee- 
   Charlie M.    
E Mail: ggmoyer@aol.com            

 
904-247-3421 

Banquet Committee- 
   Co-Chair: Debbie C. 
    E Mail:  de-
biecarter9966@gmail.com 
 

   Co-Chair:  Theresa C. 

 
904-556-4669 

 

904-557-1914 

Corrections Committee - 
Men — Clayton D. 
E Mail:  Clay-
tondvis9333@gmail.com 
Women — Gayle E. 
E Mail:  notefromgayle@gmail.com 

 
904-832-2120 

 
 

904-655-3881 

CPC/PI   Marty C.                                       904-554-2128 
Cooperation With The Professional  
Community and  Public Information Committee-               
E Mail:  jazzman81661@yahoo.com                                       

Finance Committee- 
 Bryant G.  
 E Mail:  financeNEFLIG@gmail.com  

 
352-575-4005 

Grapevine:  
Roger L.   
rlehman25@yahoo.com  

 
904-318-8535 

Phone Army- 
  Brandy C. 
   E Mail: brandyc0831@yahoo.com 

 
904-671-4292 

 

Treatment Facility Committee- 
   Paul H. 
For E Mail call the IG office. 

 

 
904-759-3211 

Website Committee- 
     Carl G. 
E Mail: nefl.ig.website@gmail.com 

 
904-497-9769 
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Corrections  is looking for volunteers to take 
meetings to the MacClenny jail on Wednesday af-
ternoon.  

 

Men call Clayton D. at 904 832-2120  
Woman Gayle E. at 904 655-3881  

Carl G.    Debra W.     Jonathan B.  

Linda G.  Samuel L.  Susan I. 

F A I T H F U L    F I V E R S 

$ 5.00 $ 5.00 

Central Group’s Oldtimers 
46th Annual Fish Fry 

Sat. April 20th, 2019 

 

San Marco Clubhouse 
1423 San Marco Blvd, Jax, FL  32207 

 

Hear the Oldtimers share their experi-
ence, strength & hope and the history 

of AA in FL. 
 

Eating 12:30 PM   Speakers  1:30 PM 
Please Bring a Dessert 

 

Questions:  Call Doug S. 904-731-0821 
Or San Marco Club 904-398-9977 
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   What Is  

The Pink Can  ?????      
 

     “The Pink Can idea seemed to have originated in the Northern 
California Area in 1957. The purpose was to provide sufficient 
funds to purchase literature for expanding work in prisons. Individ-
ual contributions, although quite helpful, were not enough to keep 
up with the expanding responsibilities of the local Hospitals & In-
stitutions Committees. 
 

     Someone came up with the idea of passing a can during meet-
ings and requesting spare change. It was explained that all monies collected would be used to buy literature for 
alcoholics in hospitals and prisons. In order to make the can “stand out,” a decision was made to paint the can 
pink. In short time, pink cans started appearing on literature tables and were being passed around at various 
meetings.”  (Taken from the article Pink Cans:  Small Change Brings Big Results originally printed in Box 4-5-
9 October-November 2006) 
 

There was some concern that it may cut into the 7th Tradition contributions.  But the groups having the Pink Can 
available have found that it does not cut into 7th Tradition contributions.   
 

The can is passed separately from the 7th Tradition basket and an announcement is made by the chair to make 
sure everyone understands what is what.  The money collected by the Pink Can is donated to Intergroup, Dis-
trict, etc. as designated by the group conscience at their business meeting.   
 

     The pink can is just another tool that a group, district or any other AA service entity can use to do a little 
something more to ensure that the message of Alcoholics Anonymous is carried to those who need it.  It does 
not matter how small your group is or how much your group can contribute.  Every little bit helps.  Corrections 
committees are just one of the many ways that we carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic.  I would en-
courage you to take the idea to your next group conscience meeting.      By Ken S.  

 

Resentment has been a trigger for me. My ego gets in the 
way often and I want everything to be FAIR. Well, life is 
not fair. I believe that we all must go through difficult situ-
ations in order to learn. Through the Big Book of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous and the help of sponsors and many wise 
people in my network I can now recognize this demon, 
resentment, sooner. I can ask God to teach me what I need 
to learn and get out of myself. Here is my chance to say 
"Bless him, Change me". Seeing the issue from the other 
side always helps. 
 

Page 66 of the Big Book says:  " It is plain that a life which 
includes deep resentment leads only to futility and unhap-
piness. To the precise extent that we permit these 
(resentments), do we squander the hours that might have 
been worthwhile. "    I must pray for the person or cause of 
my resentment.          Submitted by  Shirley J. 
 

Step 4 Prayer  When a person offended we said to our-
selves, 

 

"This is a sick man.      How can I be helpful to him?  
God save me from being angry.     Thy will be done. 

 
 

The Step 4 Prayer from "How it Works" 
page 66 of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous  

RESENTMENT 

Declaration of Unity 
This we owe to A.A.'s future: 

To place our common welfare first; 

To keep our fellowship united. 
For on A.A. unity depend our lives, 

And the lives of those to come. 

WORKING WITH OTHERS 
 

 

“Practical experience shows 
that nothing will so much 

insure immunity from 
drinking as  intensive work 

with other alcoholics.” 

http://www.12steps.nz/The-Big-Book/
http://www.12steps.nz/Alcoholics-Anonymous/
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Did you know you can share your sobriety and gratitude 
in a practical way by joining the AA Birthday Club?  

It is suggested that the donation be $1.00 for each year 
of your sobriety.  Joining the Birthday Club helps us to 
carry our message of recovery. 

For more information, please call the IG office at 904-
399-8535 or E mail us at neflintergroup@gmail.com.  
Payments may be made over the phone for your conven-
ience.   
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FROM OUR ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
 

John T. Is one of Jacksonville’s AA pioneers, He has 44 years of sobriety 
(DOB11/5/1973). John taped his story for the Intergroup Archives and the following has 
been excerpted from that tape with his permission. Interview by Tom F. transcribed by 
Rhonda B. and edited by Charlie M.   

Interviewer:  John where were you born and what was your life like and how did you get drunk and 

how did you get sober? 

 

John:  I was born in Atlanta, Georgia. My daddy worked with the Texaco Company and he was 
sent Florida in 1934.  I think I was 5 years old and I lived there until 1950 when I went in the service. 
Those were the depression years, and daddy had the only job in the whole extended family and we had a 
lot of family.  At one time I think we had 5 families living in a 3 bedroom, 1 bath house.  Daddy had the 
only job and he took care of everybody.  I had a great childhood.  We didn’t have 
anything but we didn’t know we didn’t have anything because nobody had anything 
but we had each other. We lived on the river and every weekend we caught craw-
fish and shrimp.  We would boil all that and then daddy would play the banjo and all 
the adults drank and sang until we went to bed Saturday night and then we got up 
and went to church on Sunday.  I started working when I was about 8 years old and 
I had a job working for a man at his dairy.  I went to school and I worked 6 days, 
Monday through Saturday. I was about 12 when I found out you could make $10 to 
$12 a week being a paperboy, so I got a paper route.  I had to give mama money 
every week. It was room and board, and then I had to put so much money in the 
bank.  It was the rule of the house that anybody that made any money had to con-
tribute to the household and that’s the way I grew up and it was a fun life.  We lived 
close to the river and I was in the river a lot when I wasn’t working.  At school I was 
just an average student.  I wasn’t outstanding at anything until I got to high school.  
I don’t remember if we had honor rolls or anything like that.  I never was a straight A 
student.  I didn’t make a lot of A’s.  I made a lot of B’s and C’s.  Anyhow we got into 
athletics and that’s when my life took on a different thing.  I loved athletics and I loved being part of the 
team.  In those days in south Florida the town’s identity was the high school athletic teams and so Daddy 
let me play football and basketball but I did not play baseball because I had to go back to work, which 
was fine.  I really loved football and basketball. 
 
  After high school I went off to the University of Florida.  I was the first person in my family to go to col-
lege and I went up there to play ball for the University.  I lasted 1 year, almost a year, but I didn’t go to 
class, and that’s when I started drinking.  I think I only drank one time in high school and that was the 
night I graduated.  I don’t remember much about that night. At the University all of the veterans were back 
at the end of World War II and every night one of them would say, “Ya want to go get a beer?” It was 
amazing to me that I was free to go get a beer.  You could get a glass of beer for a nickel.  Of course I 
didn’t have any money but I could afford a nickel. I started drinking that way and I drank. Daddy pulled me 
out of school before the end of that year and he put me to work back in Fort Pierce. 
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JOHN: (con’t)   

I was working for him, which I didn’t mind because I had worked 

for him off and on all the way through high school and I knew all 

about what he did in the oil business. However, I was drinking at 

night.  I would come home and my parents had a baby when I 

was 16 and so now she is about 5 or 6 and I’m 19 or 20 and I’m 

coming home and I’m waking them up 

at night and they don’t like that at all.  

In 1950 the Korean War started. I had 

wanted to enlist at the end of World 

War II but I was too young and the war ended.  When the Korean War 

started daddy took me down to the recruiting office and I enlisted. I went in 

the service and within 6 months of enlisting I was in Korea. There was no 

drinking most of the time because we were trying to stay warm and stay 

alive.   I spent a year there and when I came back I had enough points to 

get an early discharge.  So, I got out early and went back to college and by 

now I wanted an education.  It was kind of funny because by this time I had 

grown from 5’ 10 “ when I first went there to 6’ 2” and weighed 180 pounds but now all I really want-

ed to do was get an education.  I didn’t want any more of the college life.  I was ready to grow up.  I 

went to study.  I don’t think I ever took less than 19 or 20 hours.  I graduated in about 3 years.  I met 

a lady and married her and we had our first baby before I graduated.  She was born in December of 

1955 and I graduated in January of 1956.  My drinking was pretty much under control.  I didn’t have 

any time while I was going to college. 
 

 I had the GI Bill and I also had a laundry route.  I went to the fraternity houses, picked up their laun-

dry, got it cleaned, and brought it back.  Later, I got a job running a motel.  We lived at the motel, 

which was wonderful because it was nice.  We had enough room, a kitchen, a living room, and 

that’s where the new baby was born.  Every night I was renting rooms. The next morning I would get 

up at 7:00a.m. and pick up the laundry from the night before and take it and have it cleaned.  
 

I studied marketing.  At this point, I thought I was going to be a salesman.  I 

wanted to learn as much about marketing and then I began to realize that noth-

ing happens until the sale is made.  It took an awful of effort to learn how to 

make the sale and what to do after the sale.  To make a long story short, I went 

to Southern Bell in 1955 and my drinking progressed pretty good there.  I came 

to Jacksonville and got promoted a couple of times, selling advertising, and did 

very well.  I made supervisor there and they put me in the business office and 

then I became a manager and they sent me down to Orlando and I became the 

Orlando manager. I came back to Jacksonville and was running the state office 

of advertising and public relations and they were going to send me to New York 

and I didn’t want to go to New York.  By this time, I think I had 5 kids and I didn’t want to take them 

up there and I didn’t want to go.  In those days you didn’t tell the corporation what you wanted to do.  

The guy that ran the State called me and did everything he could to get me to go to New York and I 

told him I just couldn’t.  He said, “John you have a year to find a new job.”   
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John (con’t) 

The newspaper had offered me a job, so I quit and went over to 

work at the newspaper in 1965.  I stayed there until they sold it in 

1983.  My drinking really got out of control.  I had no boss.  I was 

driving all over the country selling advertising and I had no super-

vision.  I was in charge of all the sales and I got the sales going 

really, really good for them, and they began to make more money 

than they ever thought possible and they let me do whatever I 

wanted to do.  So, my drinking went way out of control.   I finally 

reached a point where they could no longer put up with my drinking and they sent me to a place called 

Willingway because they had an alcohol program. They sent me there for 30 days and that was the first 

time I had ever been to an AA meeting.  I think I had heard of AA but I had 

no idea what AA was all about.  I met alcoholics in recovery and I couldn’t 

believe how they liked each other and I couldn’t believe how they laughed 

and giggled and I realized how much I missed.  Facing myself and admit-

ting and being honest with me was very difficult.  Once I got through that 

process I reached a point in the steps that I felt that God had forgiven me.  

I didn’t spend a lot of time worrying about forgiving myself.  By this time I 

knew if I did certain things I felt good, so I really was focused on how can I 

feel better, and better, and better, and then I began to learn new habits 

that the people that came before me shared with me what they did and it 

felt good to feel good.  I really didn’t fight it because the minute I quit trying to learn, chaos and conflict 

would come back in my life.  All I had to do was work on one thing.  For instance, if I was working on pa-

tience, I think I’m working on one thing but really when I became more patient, I became kinder, because 

I wasn’t going crazy.  Since I wasn’t completely impatient, I wasn’t abrupt and everything with everybody 

else, so I became kinder.  I became more gentle and I couldn’t become patient if I had not become hon-

est.  All these things are connected and I didn’t know that. I started out working on one thing and every-

thing improved which was really kind of fun to learn new ways to think.  I really have 

enjoyed my time in AA.  It has given me my family back.  My family has grown.  I’ve got 

so many grandchildren from seven kids and it has given me a chance to just love them 

and to be there and to constantly love them.  I look at almost everything differently than 

I did before.  Sometimes my wife will say, “Why are you smiling” and I’ll be smiling be-

cause I’m thinking of what I would have said years ago if I hadn’t been patient. I say, 

“Thank you Lord." and that is new in my life.  There is so much gratitude in my life that 

didn't exist before.  AA has given me so much and I will never be able to give back 

what it gave me but I am going to try. 
 

I:  How do you feel about how we are actually helping people get sober and stay sober today? 
 

John: The difference that I see in today are the club meetings, particularly the noon meetings are 

so large that there is no fellowship.  People come in, newcomers, they raise their hand, they get there 

right on time, they leave maybe a little early or right on time. People don’t know each other.  I think AA 

has gotten too big.  When I came in every meeting was 4 or 5 people, so you couldn’t hide in any meet-

ing.  If you were a new person, everybody had a shot to try to help you.  I see so many really big meet-

ings now.  I see people come into meetings and don’t speak to anybody but their friends.  They go sit 

with their friends.  I miss the old days when everybody talked to everybody.  Now, there are 100 people in 

the room and you don’t get to know anyone. 
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I:  When you were first getting sober how did you do your 12 step 

work? 

 

John:  One of the things we all did is we took newcomers to 

all different meetings to see who they connected with.  If they 

connected with people in different groups then we would help 

them get a network of people and put new people together, not 

all new people, but we put 1 or 2 together, so they would have 

somebody to talk to.  In the days when I came in if you said that 

you wanted me to come to such and such a meeting, you would say to me, “I’ll pick you up.” and I 

would say, “No, I’ll meet you there,” and you would say to me, “No, 

I’ll pick you up.”  It was important that meeting before the meeting, 

the meeting, and the meeting after the meeting.  If I was riding with 

you, you would take me to coffee with your friends and that would 

open up a network.  It was more of a hands-on thing. Now I think 

we miss a lot of opportunities.   

 

I:  What did you think about the AA organization; Intergroup, 

World Service Office, GSO, group involvement in that? 

 

John: I have been a GSR several times but never really been involved in the AA structure. It 

works and it is being run by people who have turned their lives over to God. It’s all God driven.  AA is 

not about me it is what can I do for somebody else.   

 

I:  Thank you John. 
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Thank You For Sharing 
 

Sobriety Begins When One Alcoholic 

Talks With Another Alcoholic 

Sharing Experience, Strength and Hope 


