Northeast Florida
Intergroup
3128 Beach Boulevard
Jacksonville, F1 32207
Tel. 904-399-8535
Fax 904-399-8537
Website: www.neflaa.org
Email:

neflinter-
group@gmail.com

9 am to 5 pm Mon.- Fri.

& ADD-A-LINE

Committee Meetings
Intergroup Business Meetin

Saturday, September 2, 2023
at 9 am

Fellowship Starts at 8:30 am
with coffee and snacks

Riverplace Tower

1301 Riverplace Blvd, 15th
Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207

Zoom Information

Meeting ID: 870 4750 2345
Passcode: 314187

Intergroup Steering
Committee

Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at
5:30 PM at IG Office
Meeting ID: 881 4593 5259
Passcode: 587098
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Committee Chair Positions

Intergroup Chair
Holly C.

nefligchair@gmail.com

904-662-0646

Intergroup Vice Chair
Dan B.
d.borcher@comecast.net

904-737-7532

Treasurer
Walter S.
wfstrickland@gmail.com

904-303-5071

Steering Committee Chair
Roger L.
rlehman25@yahoo.com

904-318-8535

Accessibilities
Gene M.
emsailorman@gmail.com

904-742-0152

Add-A-Line
Ashley R.
nefladdaline@gmail.com

904-399-8535

Archives Committee Chair
Kevin Jr.
Kevin.Gartland08@comcast.net

904-614-7480

Archivist
Vacant

Corrections

Male: Doug Schroeder
schrde@gmail.com
Female: Rosie M.
rosiemak333@gmail.com

904-731-0821

904-444-8259

CPC/PI
Lillyn B.
neflaa.cpcpi@gmail.com

504-669-1188

Finance Chair
Dan B.
d.borcher@comcast.net

904-737-7532

Grapevine Chair
Melissa D.

melissadelbert@yahoo.com

716-228-8805

Literature Chair
Roger L.
rlehman25@yahoo.com

904-318-8535

Parliamentarian

Katie C. 904-728-3692
katiechorbak@gmail.com

Secretary

Angie B. 904-655-8471

angiebarton_home@att.net

Special Events
Linda G.

sassym1953@gmail.com
Holly C.
nefligchair@gmail.com

904-608-1634

904-662-0646

Treatment/ Bridge The Gap
Richard D.
richarddespain75@gmail.com

904-802-4178

Phone Army
Paul F.

paulfphonearmy@gmail.com

925-980-1770

Website
Ashley R.
techitez2023@gmail.com

870-730-6822

Zoom Host
Ashley R.
techitez2023@gmail.com

870-730-6822
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STEP EIGHT

“’Made a list of all persons we had harmed,

and became willing to make amends to
them all.”

Reprinted with permission from Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions Copyright ® Alco-
holics Anonymous World Services, Inc.

TRADITION
EIGHT

“ AA should remain forever nonprofession-

al, but our service centers may employ spe-
cial workers.”

Reprinted with permission from Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions Copyright ® Alco-
holics Anonymous World Services, Inc.

EIGHT
CONCEPT

“ The Trustees are the principal planners and administrators of

overall policy and finance. They have custodial oversight of the
separately incorporated and constantly active services, exercis-
ing this through their ability to elect all the directors of these

- ”
entities. ..

Reprinted with permission from The AA Big Book Copyright ® Alcoholics Anonymous
World Services, Inc.
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Southern States
Women’s Conference

January 26-28, 2024

Debbie D. (Concord, CA) Steps1&2
Sharon C. (Los Angeles, CA) Step 3
Michalene (Escondido, California) Steps 4 &5
Amanda B. (Montgomery, AL) Steps 6 &7
Juanita U. (Santa Fe, New Mexico) Alanon
Tina A. (Hollister, CA) Steps 8 &9
Mildred F. (Toronto, ON) Steps10 & 11
Mary T. (Tampa, FL) Step 12

schedule subject to change

First Name Last Name

Address

Clty & State. Email

Phone Program:AA___ Al-Anon___ Alateen___

Check here if you would like to volunteer at the conference:___

Please make check for $40 per registration, payable to Southern States Women's Conference
and send to:

Southern States Women's
Conference

P.0. Box 35100

Elmwood Park, IL 60707

Please let us know if you need assistance with accessibility
(hearing, vision, and/or physical disability)

$40 Early registration price online at

southernstateswomensconference.org/registration or use QR code
gD g :
Yﬁ‘#} ; Hyatt Riverfront Jacksonville
iw ] 225 E Coastline Drive
B é Jacksonville, FL 32202
Mention SSWC for conference pricing

ASL Interpreter Provided 904-588-1234

I am responsible...

When anyone, anywhere,

reaches ont for help. | want

the hand of AL always to be there,
\ud for that: 1 am responsible,
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FAITHEUL FIVERS
Jonathan B.
Jodi S.
Jody T.
Kara B.
Kevin Jr.
Lega L.
Linda B.
Linda G.
Lon L.
Mark Z.
Paul F.
Roger L.
Ruth R.
Sherry T.
Sue G.
Susan |.

Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2
Anonymous 3
Angie B.
Barbara M.
Betheny C.
Blair S.
Brendan M.
Bridget M.
Bryon G.
Carl G.
Carrie B.
Charlie M.
D. K. W.
Erika D.
Erika N.
Holly C. Tony K.
Jim M. Victor T.

INTERGROUP OFFICE LOG

June 2023

Description 2023 2022
Phone Army 107 182
A.A. Information 186 136
Administrative &

Other Information 44 68
12 Step Calls 1 2
Visitors to the Office 113 104
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PLAIN LANGUAGE
TRANSLATION

Sunday
August 20, 2023
@3 P.M. EDT
ID: 8412499 3206 ..
PW: 326186

e

6™ FLORIDA AA ARCHIVES

WORKSHOP
\ﬁ HosTED BY AREAS 1,14, 15 AND FCYPAA

9AM TO 4 PM FEBRUARY 17, 2024
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
3377 ALOMA AVE, WINTER PARK FL 32792
$20/PERSON REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES
LUNCH

PRESENTATIONS INCLUDE FLORIDA’S AA HISTORY, WHAT TO
COLLECT, HOW TO ORGANIZE/DIGITIZE, HOW TO INTERVIEW
OLD TIMERS, HOW TO PREPARE GROUP HISTORIES,
AREA/DISTRICT/INTERGROUP ARCHIVES DISPLAYS, AND
ETHICS
SEND REGISTRATION CHECK TO JOANN BALL 7202
MORNINGSGATE WAY, RIVERVIEW, FL 33578 BY FEBRUARY 1
2024 . CONTACT JOANN B, REGISTRAR, AT
JBALLVIKINGFAN@GMAIL.COM IF QUESTIONS.

ADD-A-LINE
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THURSDAY AUGUST 10 - SUNDAY AUGUST 13
WWW.FLORIDASTATECONVENTION.COM

SADDLEBROOK RESORT - WESLEY
CHAPEL, FL 33543

WWW.SADDLEBROOK.COM

PROGAM AND ACTIVITIES

AA, Al-Anon, Alateen, Spanish Speaking, LGBTQIA, YPG,
First Nations, Old Timer’s Panel, Marathon Meetings, Work-
shops,

and Archives Display;

Friday and Saturday Banquets, Saturday BBQ lunch and Ice
Cream Socials; Sports Activities include Golf, SK Walk/Run,
Pickle Ball, Morning Yoga, and Escorted Motorcycle Ride;
Dances and Entertainment including South Florida’s own “The
A.A. Service Manual: The Musical:, Saturday Pool Party, and

much more....
Inspire and Attract! Southern States
A.A.
SAASA Service Assembly
Orlando Florida

Sheraton Orlando North
November 17-19, 2023

\ 2

<’ Room Upgrade!

v" Meet your peers around the South East Region
v Panel Discussions

v Service Workshops

v Share Your Service Experience

v Learn and Discover
f ’

Every one who has registered AND Reserved Hotel
Room(s) by 5/15/2023 Midnight,
Your name will goin a drawing to receive a free
upgrade on your hotel room

Hosted by Area 14 N. FI ) QAA S A / ORG
y\m \J \JI
Questions? Chair.ssaasa7@gmail.com il i :
—
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God,

Grant me

the Serenity

to accept the things I cannot change, the Courage to change the things I can, and
the Wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time, accepting hardship as
a pathway to peace, taking this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it,

Trusting that you will make all things right if I surrender to your will, so that 1
may be reasonably happy in this life, and supremely happy with you forever in
the next. AMEN!

(attributed to Reinhold Neibubr)

b

an

ACCOUNT BALANCES JUNE 30, 2023

Checking/Savings

1021 - Cash - Regions Bank $14,640.75
1024 - Cash in Drawer $91.53
Total Checking/Savings $14,732.28
1360 - Inventory $11,770.48

1400 - Prudent Reserve
1476 - Regions Bank 5982- CD #001 | $10,180.46
1481 - Regions Bank 6794- CD #002 | $10,540.62

1486 - Regions Bank - CD #003
Total 1400 - Prudent Reserve

$10,090.29

$30,811.37

=

HELP ME \J
REACH
BOTTOM

5:45 PM

Hospitality

Area 14 Thursday Night
Weekly af 6:00 PM EST
Discover, Learn, and Share

Meeting 1D: 828 5682 4762
Passcode: service

Phone: 646 558 8656
Password: 8865328

Leading Effective Committees

Aug 3,203

Leading an effective Committes - ug

Aug 10, 2023

CPC/PL Warking Group TimC CA

Aug 17, 2023

Literature Monthly Workshop - Patty H Area | Literature Chair

Aug 24, 2023

Local Committees - Carson F Area 14 Literature Chair

Aug 31, 2031

GV/LV Story Hour = Sally K Areq 48

Scan here to join meeting

**Check aanorthflorida.org for updates™*
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o <
JULY August
Arlington Group Fiesta Group Fiesta Group Arlington Group
Dave S. 8 yrs. Chelsey 3 yrs. Nikki W 3 yrs. Carmen V. 1yr
Sarah B. 5 yrs. Linda 36 yrs. Jason P. 6 yrs. Rich C. 1vyr
Valery S. 2 yrs. Kristin C. 2 yrs. Randy Z. 10 yrs. Gary L 3 yrs.
Lorey G. 39 yrs. Katelyn V. 9 yrs. Isabella M. 5 yrs. Clifforrd 14 yrs.
Vincent H. 2 yrs. Kyle S. 3 yrs. Jloe N 35 yrs. Robert H 16 yrs.
Kevin S. 2 yrs. Barb S. 9 yrs. Renee 19 yrs. Marijean S 29 yrs.
Jerrell L. 2 yrs. Jessica C 15 yrs. James 2 yrs. Terry F 30 yrs.
Brittany W 1 yr. Doug S. 27 yrs. Arlington's Group June Sobriety
Lorr D. 2 yrs. Gary C. 2 yrs. Dana H 14 yrs.
Fiare H. 2 yrs. Augie D. 5 yrs.
Kristin C. 1 yrs. N
Rob A. 1 yrs. Mandarin Women Mandarin Women I Am Responsible Group
Mary S. 1 yr. Barbara 12 yrs. Sheila 31 yrs. Fred W 24 yrs.
Michele 5 yrs. Mike C. 10 yrs.
Billy Goat Hill Orange Park Stepsisters Aida 11 yrs.
Angel M. 15 yrs. July
Shawn 1 yr. Nancy R. 22 yrs. Linda 7 yrs.
Katie L. 12 yrs.
This Too Shall Pass Erika N. 5 yrs. Central Group Billy Goat Hill
Mary A 6 yrs. August Mary D. 16 yrs.
Donna J. 17 yrs. Kat 1vyr Tiffany 5 yr. Kit L. 15 yrs.
Janie T. 12 yrs. Doug S 27 yrs. Thomas A. 1yr. Gary L 3 yrs.
- . Marti M. 4 yrs. Bob C. 34 yrs. Lisa M. 15 yrs.
e \\. / * Hope H. 2 yrs. Chris T. 15 yrs. Bob K. 29 yrs This Too Shall Pass
- — Steve C. 28 yrs. Ja?on K. 8 yrs. Mary D. 16 yrs.
'. — Arnold W. 27 yrs. Brian G. 5yrs Shayna K. 11 yrs.
® / \\ ® lessicaS. 8yrs. Bradley 20 yrs.
{ L4 ( \ .* Barb S 9 yrs. Randy K 1 yr.
-4 . Holly C. 17 yrs. Tom T. 8 yrs.
Bruce M. 15 yrs. Lisa D 22 yrs

Danielle T. 1yr.

ATLEXIS GROUP
2304 North Myrtle Avenue 32209
District 4

= First Meeting: April 1958

= Founders: Jimmie B. a
racketeer and John P. a
Pullman Conductor. Jimmie
B.'s parole officer required
him to start a Black A A
Group.

= Other locations: 1. Jimmie
B.'s Home 2. Clara White
Mission on Ashley St. 3.
Dallas Graham L.ibrary. 4.
Temporary Meeting at
Blodgett Villas.

= Meeting Types: Open
Discussion and a Speaker
Meeting on the 4™ Tuesday
of each month
4 > 4
- 1 meeting per week

P

HISTORY




Jun 23 Jan - Jun 23 Jun 22 Jan - Jun 22
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
4000 - Contribution Income
4002 - Groups 3,543.51 37,135.10 §,716.06 3765717
4003 - Pink Can Contribution 40.00 110,00 13577 23477
4005 - Faithful Five 385.00 1,555.00 165.00 1,055.10
4006 - Birthdays 79.00 121.00
4007 - Other Contributions 827.00 3,097.40 20.00 754.00
Total 4000 - Contribution Income 4, 795.51 41,897.50 10,118.83  40,050.54
4020 - Retail Income 5,021.03 28,346.59 730252 2520899
4042 - Business Meeting TF.00 33.00
Total Income T 244 09 17,428 35 6529253
Cost of Goods Sold
4510 - Cost of Retail Sales 3,305.07 20,582 57 567241 135993.84
5001 - Cost of Revenues - Other
4550 - Cost of Event - Spring Picnic 1,118.659 1,118.69
5215 - IG Business Meeting Expense 148538 55.33 20262
5195 - CC Fees 182.37 595.69 117.88 T36.51
5290 - |G Breakfast Expense 2536 31.00
59900 - POS Inventory Adjustments -54 54 -351.01 -138 40 -174.70
Total 5001 - Cost of Revenues - Other 1,216.42 1,842.71 3479 245.43
Total COGS 452149 2240528 571320 1983527
Gross Profit 5,295.05 47 ,838.81 10,715.15
Expense
G0000 - Salaries and Benefits
Total 60000 - Salaries and Benefits 4 37923 21, 752.45 3,505.54 15,902.11
61000 - Office Expense
Total 61000 - Office Expense 1,008.52
62000 - Facilities and maintenance
Total 62000 - Facilities and maintenance 1,293.89 261061 127252 2,309.10
B5000 - Committees Expense
Total 55000 - Committees Expense 514.41 5 44249 500727 7,282.01
TO90D - Business Expenses
Total 70900 - Business Expenses 1513 152.03 15.13 151.60
52100 - Contract Services
Total 62100 - Contract Services 300.00 1,500.00 300.00 1,500.00
65100 - Other Expenses
Total 65100 - Other Expenses 20.00 110.49 2.00 57.22

Total Expense 44 070.73
Net Ordinary Income -1,94913 3, 768.08 -4 27153 -2,855.00

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

T3I000 - Miscellaneous Income

T3050 - Interest Income 210 5.66

6310 - Sales Tax Collection Allowance 275 38.70 5.59 ar.z2z2

Total 73000 - Miscellaneous Income 278 40.80 .58 42,88

Total Other Income 278 40.80 8.59 42.88
Net Other Income 278 40.80 8.59 4288
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. YTD Jun |Att July . YTD Jun |Att July

Group Name Jun'23 23 23 Mitg Group Name Jun' 23 23 23 Mtg
100 Proof $250.00 More About Alccholism $182.50
5th Tradition $0.00 Morning After $150.00
7/11 Meditation Group $246.50 N wille $0.00
A Design For Living $142.00 Neptune Beach Book Study $25.00
A Way Qut $0.00 New Beginnings $0.00
AA Night Owls Group $0.00 New Life Group St. Aug $269.33
Arlington $355.15 $741.94 X Nocatee Promises $84.00
Alexis $30.00 Nocatee Saturday AM $190.00
Aloha Step 11 $58.82 $252.32 Nocatee Sobriety $281.00
Amethyst Group $32.50 Oak Tree Men's $400.00
As Bill Saw It $0.00 On The Way Home $0.00
As Bill Sees It $0.00 Orange Park $0.00
Azalea City Group $0.00 Orange Park Step Sisters $57.82 X
BAA $80.00 $230.00 Other Side of the Bridge $50.00
Baymeadows $50.00 $50.00 Palm Valley Mens $178.00
Bch Agnostics & Free Thinkers $90.00 Phoenix Men's $250.00 X
Beach Side Step Study $135.42 Primary Purpose $95.89 X
Beaches Unity 7 AM Meeting $0.00 Reborn $300.00
Beaches Unity (BUG) $300.00 | $1,800.00 Riverside (Tom S) $98.00
BLIS $150.00 Rule 62 $50.00 X
Callahan $100.00 Salisbury Mens $150.00
Central $1,050.00 X Sandpiper $0.00
Clean & Free $40.00 X Saturday Night Live $0.00
Coffee and Readings $0.00 Seascape $146.40 $395.40
Conscious Contact $243.50 Serenity at Noon $55.20 $113.20
Coyote Men's Group $0.00 Sicker Than Others $0.00
Day One $10,000.00 Sober on Purpose $250.00
Design for Living $0.00 Sober Sisters $0.00
District 1 $2,000.00 Solutions $90.00 $270.00
District 3 $0.00 Sons of the Spirit $0.00
District 6 $200.00 Sounds of Sobriety $0.00
Diverse Views $0.00 Spiritual Awakenings $64.00
Downtown Group $100.00 Spiritual Knights $0.00
Drop The Rock $0.00 X Step A Month $128.00 $128.00
Dunes $35.00 Stepping Up Group $0.00
Durban 12 & 12 $0.00 Stepping Stones $100.00
Eastside $180.00 Sunday Morning Palatka $60.00 $60.00
End of Meeting YPG $0.00 Sunday Sunrise Beach $0.00
Evergreen $30.00 Switzerland $114.50 $114.50
Fernandina Beach $0.00 The Alcoholics Group $0.00
Fiesta $2,711.70 X The Herd $300.00 $1,595.00
Fourth St. $0.00 The Grove Group (Sat 10 AM) $279.11
Free Mens $460.35 The Oldest City Men $209.50 $209.50
Free Thinkers $0.00 The Outsiders Group $0.00
From The Heart $450.00 This Too Shall Pass $0.00
Fruit Cove Women $77.90 Third St Third Tradition $100.00 $100.00
Grace Overcomers $100.00 X Tree Mens Group $300.00 $300.00
Greenland Road $25.00 Trout River $0.00 X
Half Way Through $0.00 Valley Mens Group $0.00
Happy Joyous and Free $47.00 $47.00 Village Womens $0.00
Have The Zeal $110.00 Villagers $92.40
Heart To Heart $0.00 Way Out $100.00
Hold On PPG $0.00 Wesconnett $0.00 X
How It Works $0.00 Westside $0.00
| Am Responsible $180.00 What's The Point $158.00
Island Serenity Group $78.00 $147.00 Winners $0.00
It's In The Book $70.00 Winning Game $0.00
James Gang Il $0.00 Women Enjoying Sobriety $163.20
Jumping Off Place $0.00 Women in Recovery $0.00
Keep It Simple $309.00 Women Speak $0.00
Ladies Unity $72.47 Women Upstart Group $164.98
Language of The Heart $90.68 Women YPG $160.75
Lest We Forget $239.40 Womens' Candlelight $80.40
Living In The Light $257.94 | $2,064.00 Yulee $0.00
Living Now $75.00 Zoom Meeting 7 AM Penman Rd| $503.00 $1,986.44
Los Lobos Mens $150.00 $150.00 TOTAL $3.543.51|$37,135.10
Love N Action $60.00 $60.00
Macclenny Friends of Bill $0.00 |G Reps Attending July 2023 Meeting = 18 Total Attending = 40
Mandarin $160.00 X
Mandarin Hi-Noon Group $1,000.00 Groups Contributing in Apr 2023 =22 Apr. 2023 YTD =98
Mandarin Big Book Study $60.00
Mandarin Women in Recovery $200.00
Men's Blackeye $250.00
Men's Redeye $0.00 X
Men's Solution $0.00
Middleburg $100.00 $200.00




AUGUST 2023 ADD-A-LINE Page 9 of 12

An Old Timer’s Story

David L. (aka Indian Dave), a long time beloved member of AA, passed away this June. He
will be missed. He was very active in AA, speaking at meetings whenever he was asked. Dave
had 50 years of sobriety (DOS 5/11/1973). He was interviewed last year by Kevin G. and the
following has been excerpted from that interview with his wife’s permission. (Edited by Char-
lie M.)

In memory

Kevin G.: Tell us a little bit about your life before you got to AA. How did you get here and
what is your life like now.

Dave: I was born August 20, 1938 in Lincoln County New Mexico which was up in the moun-
tains. Billy the Kid was a big hero back then. My life was pretty good. We didn’t have much
money. We were just poor people. I lived with my great grandma. My dad had worked for the
CCC and then got a job at a VA hospital which treated veterans with tuberculosis. My dad con-
tracted tuberculosis in the hip bone and they shipped him out. [ never saw my dad again. I had
a younger sister and life was good. My great grandma would plant vegetables in the summer,
we’d kill a deer and make jerky. She raised chickens and hogs and we had a milk cow. When I
was 13 years old, I worked in a drug store before and after school, cleaning up the place. My
drinking started when I went to high school. A bunch of us guys would get a bottle of tequila
and drink it with seven up before a dance. When I went to high school, I played football and I
was pretty good. I played right tackle and defensive guard and played for 60 minutes.

Kevin: What happened after high school?

D: I joined the Marines and that’s when my smoking and drinking took off. I went to boot
camp in San Diego. I received a stripe right out of boot camp and after a 30-day leave, I was
sent overseas for 14 months. I went to Tokyo and then to the Philippines and trained with the
Philippine Marines. Went back to Tokyo for training on heavy artillery. When we were training
out in the jungle in the Philippines, we would drink every day. I liked the local San Miguel
beer and we would trade c-rations for Rum. I liked that rum. I was still able to do my job and
they gave me another stripe.

My job was a radio telegraph operator. They shipped us to Korea in 1958 and I was on ship to
shore transmission duty. I was given an order to send a coordinates message at a certain time
and a wind blew the message away. I got really scared and I prayed to Jesus’s mom. I was in a
fox hole and I looked up and a piece of paper blew by and it was the coordinates, Whew! I got
out of the Marine Corps in 1961. I got married and didn’t drink for a while. I got a job as a ra-
dio setup man in Hollywood. I was doing great at this job and the engineer said why didn’t I go
to college and get a degree? At this point I hadn’t drunk since I left the Marine Corps. I fin-
ished one semester and got a C average which was good for me and I went to a bar to have a
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beer to celebrate and I don’t know what happened. The next thing I remember I was in Tracy
California.400 miles away. I had a wine bottle in my backpack and was picking strawberries
drunk. I lost that job and I went back home to Albuquerque and my mother got me a job load-
ing freight cars. | started drinking heavily again, crazy drinking. The family did an intervention
on me and [ went to a Catholic retreat for a week. It didn’t work. I went to the nearest bar on
the way home.

One day I was sweeping snow and picked up a paper which said it was 75 degrees in Daytona
Beach. I packed up the family in an old GMC truck and drove to Daytona Beach. I got there
with nothing. I got a job with a guy who was a drinker himself so I could drink on the job and
still do my job. I went out drinking with a new buddy of mine and we ended up in a bar fight. I
don’t remember a whole lot of this but the guy pulled a knife and either my buddy hit him or I
hit him and he fell on his head and died. I had a good lawyer and got charged with assault and
battery and wound up doing a year. I got out but that didn’t stop my drinking. On my last
drunk, I’d been at it for about a month, I was drinking that Mogan David, and I went into a
black out. I don’t know what happened but I wound up in Memphis, Tennessee. I somehow got
back to Jacksonville and my family called AA. And a guy named Lee took me to fourth Street
drunk. I got in a fight there and they called the cops and I threw two cops off the balcony. Then
they put me in the drunk tank and I lay there for about two days. I was throwing up and could-
n’t eat anything. The two cops came back and they were really mad at me. They gave me a hel-
lacious spiritual reading and put a gun to my head for some reason. I said,” before you pull that
trigger let me ask god for his mercy”. They left and I stayed on my knees and something hap-
pened and I knew that [ would never drink again.

Two days later I went to my hearing expecting to be sentenced from 2 to 5 years for assaulting
a police officer. The judge said, “It seems to me like you have a problem. I am going to sus-
pend the five years and give you three-year’s probation. If we find any booze in your system,
and we are going to check weekly, you are going to prison.” They sent me to a drug program in
Palatka but the man running it was in AA and said I could go to AA meetings in St. Augustine
if I preferred. So that’s where I started.

This wasn’t my first experience in AA. Years before a friend of mine took me to an AA meet-
ing at the Rainbow Club in Marietta. The men were all dressed in coats and ties and the wom-
en in dresses. | was dirty and smelly and sat in the corner with a garbage can. I got sick several
times. After the meeting they all came up to hug me. As bad as I smelled they didn’t reject me.
They all gave me a hug. I’ll never forget that. So, I told Johnny that was why I wanted to go to
AA.

There was only one meeting at that time in St. Augustine. It was at the old Flagler Hospital and
I went to that meeting once a week with my wife. Right away three guys befriended me, Bud-
dy, Luke and Charlie. I was so sick with a bad liver that I couldn’t work. We moved into a
shack by the St John’s River and I did odd jobs for the lady who rented me that place. These
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guys would come by and take me to a meeting every day. Everyone would get in the car and
would go to Palatka, San Marco, or wherever the meeting was that day.

K.: Tell us about that meeting at the hospital.

D.: When I started going there were only three women attending, Dotty, Maggie and Alice. Al-
ice just passed away. The meeting got larger so it left the hospital and split into two groups one
at the Trinity Church downtown and one on King Street, The Old City Group. The King Street
group started having meetings once a day at 8pm.

K.: Did you get a sponsor?

D.: Buddy L. was my sponsor. It took me 3 to 6 months to ask him. I said,” Buddy will you be
my sponsor?”’ He said, “You know what Tonto, I’ll sponsor anybody”. He started calling me
Tonto and then the group started calling me Indian Dave.

At the Trinity Church the men would meet downstairs and the wives would meet upstairs at an
Al Anon meeting. My wife met some terrific friends there. Everyone just took us under their
wings. We would all get together for coffee after the meetings.

K.: Do you see any other differences from the way we do things today?

D.: Whenever we went on a 12-step call no one went by themselves because that’s what they
taught us. At first, I just tagged along, they were teaching me how to live sober and carry the
message. Today everyone seems to come from rehabs I don’t think I’ve made a 12 step call in
over 10 years except at a meeting where I go up and introduce myself to a newcomer.

We had a lot of fun. One time Buddy was coming up on an AA birthday and we got a piece of
foam the shape of a cake and covered it with icing. When Buddy tried to cut the cake with a
butter knife it wouldn’t cut and he kept jabbing and jabbing at it. We all just roared.

K.: What type of meeting did they have when you came in?

D.: The Old City Group only had speaker meetings. The Trinity Group had only discussion
meetings. We had no trouble getting speakers. We frequently got speakers from Jacksonville.
We had one guy that was in charge of getting speakers.

K.: What kind of service work did you do?

D.: You cleaned ashtrays, made coffee etc. For the first ninety
day you got a free ride. At 90 days I was stopped at the door and
handed the key to the meeting. I was told that [ was chairing the
meeting the next week and to get there at 7 for an 8 o’clock
meeting. [ was told to set up the tables and chairs and make the
coffee. I didn’t know how much coffee to use and it came out
colored water. Talk about alcoholics complaining they sure beat
up on me. | chaired the meeting and that was my first time.

K.: What about sponsorship?
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D.: I sponsored a bunch of guys. By this time, I was back at work at a construction company
and | got along really well with the boss. He was in the program. He introduced me to Jeff
who was a drinker and I started taking him to meetings and ended up sponsoring him. Jeff
was my first sponsee. Later I became my boss’s sponsor. Jeff died two years ago of cancer
and died sober. I haven’t sponsored anyone in the last ten years.

One day I was eating my lunch in a park, all dirty from working. Two little old ladies came
by and one took out a dollar from her purse. The other lady said not to give him any money
as he’ll only use it to buy wine. I didn’t get that dollar but it made my day.

K.: What changes have you seen over the years?

D.: It doesn’t seem we are as close as we used to be. My sponsors and my sponsees are my
friends. Currently I am working with about five guys from way back and I usually have 2-3
sponsors. We help each other. I’ve got to keep these guys close as I’ve got to stay sober.

I went to the intergroup banquet in November of 2021 and was the oldest AA there. I had the
pleasure of giving a Big Book to the youngest AA member who only had a few days., She
was very nervous and I wished her well. I plan to speak at a retreat in Boone, North Carolina
in June (2022). We’ll take a group from here and all go together.

K.: Thank you Dave.

D.: It was an honor. Bless God and bless you guys.

Thank. yow and
God bless yow!




