
ADD-A-LINE 

JUNE 2025 

NORTHEAST FLORIDA   

INTERGROUP 

3128 BEACH BLVD. 

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

TEL. 904-399-8535 

FAX 904-399-8537 

WEBSITE: WWW.NEFLAA.ORG 

EMAIL:  

NEFLINTERGROUP@GMAIL.COM 

9AM-5PM MON.-FRI. 

 

Committee Meetings 

Intergroup Business Meeting 

Saturday, June 7,  2025 at 9:00 AM 

Buffet Breakfast Starts at 7:30 AM 

Speaker Meeting 8 AM— Martha L. 

Next Business Meeting 

Saturday July 5, 2025 at 9 AM 

Speaker will be Peter C. 

Gateway Community Services 

555 Stockton St. 

Jacksonville, FL 32204 

Zoom Information 

Meeting ID: 870 4750 2345 

Passcode: 314187 

 

Intergroup Steering Committee 

Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at 5:30 PM at 

IG Office 

Zoom Information 

Meeting ID: 881 4593 5259 

Passcode: 587098 

Published for AA Members in Northeast Florida Since November 1962 

Volume 65, Issue 6 

AA 

Bridging  The  Gap— Want to 

stay sober when you get out, 

Scan the QR code and someone 

will reach out to you.   
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STEP SIX

“ Were entirely ready to have God remove 

all these defects of character.” 

Reprinted with permission from Twelve Steps 

and Twelve Traditions Copyright ® Alcoholics 

Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

 

TRADITION SIX 

“ An AA Group ought never endorse,  

finance, or lend the AA name to any  

related facility, or outside enterprise, lest 

problems of money, property and prestige  

divert us from our primary purpose.” 

Reprinted with permission from Twelve Steps 

and Twelve Traditions Copyright ® Alcoholics 

Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

 

SIXTH CONCEPT 

“ On behalf of A.A. as a whole, our Gen-

eral Service Conference has the principal 

responsibility for the maintenance of our 

world services, and it traditionally has the 

final decision respecting large matters of 

general policy and finance.” 

Reprinted with permission from The AA Big Book 

Copyright ® Alcoholics Anonymous World Ser-

vices, Inc. 
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District Meetings 

 

 

The following member will be fondly 
remembered and sadly missed —
Tommy Y. Trout River Group 

YOUR INTERGROUP OFFICE 

How Committees Are Supported 

By: Ashley R. 

Northeast Florida Intergroup Services (NEFLAA) supports its committees through structured leadership, 

training, and community engagement. Each committee, such as Finance or Corrections, is led by a Chair-

person who coordinates activities and reports to the Intergroup Steering Committee. Committees receive 

support through leadership opportunities, orientation sessions, and open communication channels with In-

tergroup. NEFLAA also promotes community involvement through events and workshops, offering volun-

teers ways to participate and support AA service work. To get involved, individuals can attend meetings, 

contact committee chairs, or volunteer for service roles. More details are available at neflaa.org/

committees. 
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   Happy Sobriety  

GRATEFUL GIVERS 

GIVING CONTRIBUTIONS IN $5  

INCREMENTS 
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San Man Group would love to invite you to visit!! The San Man 

started in December 1977 based on their Big 

Book that all the original members signed.  

Per one of the current members, it started due to 

a “resentment” about another group. I can’t 

imagine. The name comes from San Marco and 

Mandarin a halfway point at a time when there 

were very few meetings in between the two 

locations. Hence San Man..  By: Anonymous. 

   PLEASE COME OUT TO SUPPORT THE SAN MAN GROUP!!! 

50 TH ANNUAL CENTRAL GROUP FISH FRY APRIL 26 2025 

 

On Saturday April 26, 2025 over 250 persons participated in the 50 th Annual Central Group Fish Fry 

at the San Marco Club.  

In the mid-seventies some young men who liked to drink and fish found themselves getting sober at the Central 

Group. They found fishing sober was even more fun sober. 

Winston C, Ernie G, Virgil B, Ed B, Amil Q and John S fished off the North Jetties until several of them came up the riv-

er to a “croaker hole” on the south bank of the St Johns River near St. Vincent’s Hospital and pulled in enough fish to 

cover the bottom of the boat. Eventually all of their freezers were so full of fish they decided in the summer of 1974 

to cook them in an empty lot next to the San Marco Club. That was the First Central Group Fish Fry. 

The First Fish Fry was so much fun that they did it again the next year with a local band attracting allot of local folks. 
In 1977 the Fish Fry became a celebration of the Group’s anniversary and old timers shared their stories. 

The Fish Fry moved to Unity Church in 1981 to 1983 while the Club was being renovated. In 1984 the Fish Fry came 

home. A local fish market provided the fish after the fishing trips ended. For several years the Fish Fry was held at the 

Swaim Memorial United Methodist Church and one time at the Jaba Club, but since 2016 has come home to the San 

Marco Club. The Fish Fry is self-supporting through tickets and raffles.  

Congratulations to Central Group and the old timers who shared their experience, strength and hope for the 50th 

Anniversary. We all look forward to this great event to continue in the future. 
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SCAN QR CODE TO MAKE  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Kevin Jr.: 

Geno  Tell us about your life before AA. 

Geno G.: 

I was born in East Chicago, Indiana and raised in Gary, Indiana. My dad was born in Mexico and became a naturalized citizen. My 

mother was born in East Chicago. I am one of four siblings. I have an older sister and brother and younger brother. We were raised 

in a loving household. Mom and Dad cared about us, taught us right from wrong, and raised us to be useful kids.  We were Roman 

Catholic. I went to a catholic graded school with mass every day,  Religion was a big part of my upbringing.  

Kevin Jr.: 

What did you want to do when you grew up? 

Geno G.: 

At first, I wanted to follow in my dad’s footsteps. He was a millwright at Inland Steel Company in East Chicago. He worked there 

37 years and retired as a mechanical supervisor. 

After high school I worked for a year in the steel mills before I went  to college.  I  remember seeing a salesman walk through the 

plant—sharp guy, friendly, bringing donuts—and I thought, “Now that looks like a good gig.” After I graduated from college I 

became an Industrial Salesman, just like that  guy.  

Kevin Jr.: 

When did you start drinking alcohol? 

Geno G.: 

I started drinking alcohol in my Sophomore high  school year.   I wanted to hang out in the McDonalds’s parking lot with guys 

who drank. One of my buddies drove a hearse. Six or seven of us would pile in, ride around town and drink.  

My first drink was sweet cherry wine that we passed  around. Everybody was laughing, having fun until we got back to McDon-

ald’s. Everyone jumped out, talking and joking. I got out of the hearse and started throwing up. I liked how it made me feel—

bigger, taller and more confident. I could go talk to the girls. I wanted to do it again. I liked the effect of alcohol.  

Kevin Jr.: 

Do you remember when your drinking started getting out of control? 

Geno G.: 

My drinking became a problem in college. One time at a river party  I passed out at 2 pm before the party really started.. I later 

learned p that everybody pointed at me:   I woke up hours later, soaking wet in the rain. Everyone else had gone. Events like that 

happened throughout college. I knew that my drinking wasn’t normal.  I knew it was adversely affecting my life  and I sort of 

wanted to stop drinking but I wasn't serious about it 

I got married during that time. We had a lot of fights—about drinking and money. We ended up divorcing. But after about a year 

apart, we got back together. I wanted to be there for my child. I promised  my wife that I’d stop drinking. 

Kevin Jr.: 

How old were you during this time? 

Geno G.: 

Early to mid-20s. After we got back together, we moved to St. Louis. Her family lived there. I thought if we moved, things would 

change; a geographic cure if you will. But guess what? Geno came too—and so did my drinking. 

I got another job in industrial sales. As I look back I was very self-serving and selfish . Things had to go my way or the highway.  

I’d drink like crazy when I traveled out of town, come back and my wife would give me grief . I told her it's not her business and 

I'll drink as much as I wanted when I wanted! 

We divorced again. We’d had a second child and I wanted to be with my kids, so we got back together again, but I knew that my 

drinking was still out of control.  

         OLD TIMER INTERVIEW          Interviewee: Geno G. Interviewer: Kevin JR. 
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I prayed to God  that I wouldn't drink again but I couldn’t stop on my own. 

Eventually through a series of events I divorced my wife a third time. We got back together again a year later. She stuck with me 

when she shouldn’t have. Today we have been married over 54 years.  

Kevin Jr.: 

Did you drink alone? 

Geno G.: 

 I never drank alone.  In college I wanted to hang around with the partying guys and party! Fraternities seemed to be a logical path 

but I didn't want to go through the fraternity initiation process so a bunch of us got together started a fraternity so then we could 

dish-out the initiations.  

After college I'd go to bars drinking and chasing skirts, which I shouldn't have been doing as a married man.  During the divorced 

times I was definitely drinking and skirt-chasing.  

These habits weakened my sales career. I’d come in hungover, or sometimes I wouldn't even report to work, and tell them I was 

working out of town. 

Kevin Jr.: 

Did you lose any jobs because of your drinking? 

Geno G: 

I came very close to losing jobs when I was drinking.  I was either at the top of the mountain or in the lowest valley. My production 

was always up or down, unlike other guys who were steady producers. When I produced, I was the leading producer. When I was 

drinking I wasn’t out there producing, because I was hungover. 

I did lose a job in sobriety. I was fired but it was one of the best things that ever happened to me. I was worried about getting a job, 

replacing my income and caring for my family .but I was taught in AA to turn my will and my trust over to God. I asked Him to 

direct me to where He wanted me to be in my career.  

I took a job with a bunch of sales guys who were crooks.  Then I met a guy who knew of me in St Louis and knew my capability. 

He helped me start my own business which I operated for the last 23 years of my career.   

Kevin Jr.: When did you hit your bottom? 

Geno G.  After I got my second DUI I hired a lawyer who suggested I go to a treatment center to show the judge I was trying to 

address the problem. Thank goodness God touched my heart because I finally admitted myself to the treatment facility.  That was a 

major turning point in my life. My first sober day was May 15, 1981 when I entered the treatment facility and I attended my first 

AA meeting.  

Kevin Jr.: 

 Had you heard of AA ? 

Geno G.: 

I didn't know anything about AA prior to the treatment facility.  Part of the treatment facility’s process was to bring AA meetings 

into the facility.  That's where I met my first sponsor. He was one of the AA members who brought the meetings into the hospital.  

Funny thing—we didn’t hit it off right away. There was some tension in one of the meetings. Some folks from NA came in and 

were sharing. My future sponsor stood up and said, “Look, we welcome everyone, but this is an AA meeting. Please share your 

experience with alcohol, not narcotics.” 

Some people got offended. I tried to play peacemaker—defending the idea that a drug is a drug. My future sponsor stood his 

ground, and I appreciated that. Later on, we talked again and I asked him to be my sponsor. 

Kevin Jr.: 

Did you work the steps with him? 
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Geno G.: 

We started working the steps  a month after I got out of treatment. We went through them one-by-one, right out of the Big Book. 

He had five years sober at the time and knew the steps inside and out. That’s why I chose him. 

Kevin Jr.: 

What kind of meetings did you go to early on? 

Geno G.: 

I went to allot of open discussion meetings.  There were also speaker meetings/. 

One of my favorite meetings was a closed discussion on Sundays in a clubhouse but most meetings back then were in church base-

ments. 

It’s funny—St. Louis had one clubhouse for 3.5 million people. Jacksonville has a dozen clubhouses for 1 million people.  

Kevin Jr.: 

Were there other people who played a big part in your early sobriety besides your sponsor? 

Geno G.: 

Yes one older lady.  She was the matriarch of my home group . Tiny woman but tough as nails. She didn’t ask me if I’d clean the 

coffee cups or ashtrays—she told me. But I needed that.  She gave direction, not suggestions. One thing I’ll never forget—she told 

me, “Geno, you can judge a speaker’s sobriety by how much time they spend on their drunkalogue vs. how much they talk about 

recovery.”  That stuck with me. And I try to keep that in mind any time I speak—spend more time on the recovery than the wreck-

age. 

Kevin Jr.: 

You mentioned coffee and ashtrays. What other service work did you do? 

Geno G.: 

Back in St. Louis, I didn’t do a whole lot of other formal service. I did go on some 12-step calls early in sobriety with a more expe-

rienced member. Two guys minimum.  What I learned was if the alcoholic himself didn’t want help, we could talk all day and it 

wouldn’t make a bit of difference. 

Kevin Jr.: 

When did you start sponsoring others? 

Geno G.: 

I sponsored one guy in St. Louis—we went through treatment together. Kind of a mutual sponsorship. He didn’t stay sober.  

When I moved to Jacksonville, my sponsor made me promise to get a new sponsor within two weeks and to call him with the man’s 

name and telephone number! . I found a new sponsor and what a gift! He was my sponsor for 31 years. A beautiful man. He took 

me through the steps again right away.  He got me into service. I was the GSR for my home group, chaired meetings, sponsored 

guys. He always said, “People should come to you and ask you to be their sponsor. Don’t chase them.”  

I’d share, participate in meetings, and when someone saw something in me they wanted, they’d ask me. I’ve had the privilege of 

sponsoring several guys that way. 

Kevin Jr.: 

How important was AA literature in your recovery? 

Geno G.: 

Very important. We started reading the Big Book in treatment, but it really took off when my sponsor and I did Big Book study 

together. One chapter at a time. 

In Jacksonville, I added 12 & 12 meetings, Big Book meetings, Living Sober—all of it. And Daily Reflections became part of my 

morning routine. I start my day with my higher power and a positive attitude. 
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When I’ve shared steps at meetings, especially at San Marco Club, I’ve used notes straight from the Big Book and the 12 & 12. 

That literature has grounded me every step of the way. 

Kevin Jr.: 

Have you seen changes in AA since you came in? 

Geno G.: 

Absolutely. Two big ones stand out. 

First is the participation of women in the program. That’s been a very positive change. A lot of times, women talk about feelings 

that I couldn’t identify or even label for myself—shame, fear, love. Their shares helped me uncover those things in my own fifth 

step. 

Second is the age of people coming in. Today, you’ve got 19-, 20-year-olds getting sober. We have young people’s meetings, even 

midnight meetings in Clay County on weekends. That’s a huge gift. 

Back when I got sober at 35, I was the “snot-nosed kid.” Now I’m glad we’ve created space for younger folks to connect with each 

other. They don’t need to relate to an old guy like me—just to each other. 

I do like that some of the literature is getting updated. I certainly don't want to see any change in the first 164 pages of that big 

book. Other literature that comes out from New York is absolutely wonderful as far as I'm concerned. 

Kevin Jr.: 

Do you have any regrets looking back? 

Geno G.: 

The obvious one: I wish I had gotten started in recovery sooner. I regret the harm I caused in my drinking days.  

The beauty of AA is that it gives us tools to address our  issues. The Fourth and Fifth Steps, and especially the Eighth and Ninth, 

gave me the ability to clean my side of the street. I made amends to my parents, my wife, my kids, coworkers, some friends—

anyone I had harmed. 

 I was a thief. Not just when I was drinking—but even before. Right out of college I got a sales job and stole from them—ladders, 

flashlights, parts I was supposed to deliver to customers that ended up in my garage. I regret that deeply.  In recovery I was able to 

pay that company back. It took time, but I made it right. 

Another regret—probably the biggest—is that I turned my back on God as a young man. I was raised Catholic, forced to go to 

church, to pray, etc. When I got older, I walked away from God. I stopped praying. I stopped believing God would want anything 

to do with me—especially once the drinking took over my life. 

I certainly didn't approve of some of the behavior that I had as an as a young man, and then certainly, when I started drinking. I 

didn't think God wanted me to be part of that, so I ignored him. I've heard of people coming to AA being atheist or agnostic.  I was 

‘ignor-stic’.  Today I have a relationship with a higher power I call God, and it’s the most important thing in my life. My sobriety is 

the most important thing in my life. And those two are one and the same to me. The most important people in my life are my wife, 

our children and  grandchildren. 

Kevin Jr.: 

One final question. What advice would you give to someone coming into AA today? 

Geno G.: 

I don’t give advice, but I do make suggestions.  The one I always give is to give yourself a real chance—commit to 90 meetings in 

90 days. Just give it a shot especially if you came in from the street like I did, with no clue what AA is all about.  After 90 meet-

ings, if you don’t like what you’ve heard or seen, you can always go back out. The booze will still be there. Most of the people I’ve 

seen come in off the streets didn’t show up here whistling a happy tune. They came in dragging, broken, in pain. 

Get established in meetings and choose a home group. Get involved! Reach out for fellowship! Find friends in the program!  De-

velop a relationship with the God of your understanding. That’s where the real change happens.  I’m just so grateful. This pro-

gram didn’t just save my life—it gave me a life. 

 


